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For Immediate Release | April 24, 2010
New angiography suite to open at Lions Gate following $3.5-million campaign
North Vancouver, B.C. – A new angiography suite and state-of-the-art interventional radiology equipment will help health care professionals at Lions Gate Hospital to not only save lives, but improve the quality of life for many patients when it opens at the end of April.

The angiography suite, which was built as a result of the recent $3.5-million campaign by the Lions Gate Hospital Foundation, will replace the hospital’s decade-old technology. The Foundation reached its campaign goal in September 2009 through the support of nearly 4,400 community donors.

“Our community has been exceptionally supportive of the Foundation’s efforts to bring new technology to Lions Gate Hospital,” said Judy Savage, President of the Lions Gate Hospital Foundation. “Through the support of our donors we have invested more than $10 million in diagnostic equipment at the Hospital over the past five years.” 

“On behalf of everyone at Lions Gate Hospital, I would like to thank the Foundation and the community for their continuing support of this and other important initiatives. Their generosity and commitment allows us to provide leading-edge technology and the best possible care for our patients,” said Wendy Hansson, Chief Operating Officer of Vancouver Coastal Health – Coastal.

Angiography is a medical imaging technique that provides images of blood vessels through the use of x-ray techniques such as fluoroscopy and contrast enhancing dye. Minimally invasive procedures, such as interventional radiology, can then use the images to direct the procedure to the area of interest, such as a tumour or blood clot. 

The procedures are most often performed on patients who many not tolerate surgery, can enhance the quality of life for patients, and are generally less invasive than surgery. The cost of these procedures is also expected to be lower than surgery, and will also help reduce the patient recovery time. 

The new equipment at Lions Gate allows for more sophisticated image manipulation and will improve the radiologists’ view into the body. It will also feature new capabilities, increase the speed of acquisition and improve the ergonomics within the hospital’s angiography suite. 

“Everything we do is image-guided,” said Dr. Simon Bicknell, director of medical imaging at LGH. “Using new technology, we’ll be able to treat more patients, reducing the need for major surgery in some patients.”

This modern equipment will help radiologists keep up with the increasing demand for interventional radiology procedures, which has nearly doubled in the past three years. It will be used for diagnostic imaging such angiograms, as well as procedures to open blood vessels, dissolve blood clots, drain fluid buildup and deliver chemotherapy directly to a tumour through its blood supply. 

Construction for the renovation of the suite began at the end of November 2009. Equipment training for the staff will take place next week when installation is complete. The new suite is expected to be operational by the end of the month. 
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