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Demolition Paves Way for new HOpe Centre
Today the Annex Building on the Lions Gate Hospital campus was demolished in preparation for construction of The Greta and Robert H.N. HO Psychiatry and Education Centre (The HOpe Centre).  Prior to its demolition, the Annex housed administration offices for the VCH Facilities Department and UBC Medical School. 

“This is a tremendously exciting day for our patients and staff”, said Dr. Lance Patrick, head of the Department of Psychiatry at Lions Gate Hospital.  “A new facility for our inpatient and outpatient mental health programs is long overdue and we’re delighted to see the project get underway.”
The new 150,000-square-foot, four storey building will be centrally located on the Lions Gate Hospital campus at the corner of East 13th Street and St. Andrews Avenue.  The HOpe Centre will provide seamless integrated inpatient and outpatient psychiatric services, space for the expansion of the UBC Medical School and a permanent home for BC Ambulance.  
In April 2010, the BC Government announced its contribution of $38.2 million toward the HOpe Centre, while Lions Gate Hospital Foundation pledged to raise $25 million.   To date, the Foundation’s fundraising campaign has raised just over $24 million.  “We extremely grateful to the community for its exceptional support of this campaign,” said Clark Quintin, campaign chair and chair of the Lions Gate Hospital Foundation Board.  “This is the largest campaign in the Foundation’s history with more  than 7,000 donations from individuals and organizations.  So many individuals in our community are affected by mental health issues and addictions and this campaign has clearly resonated with them.  Their support will enable us to build a truly exceptional facility.”

Construction of The HOpe Centre is expected to start by fall, 2012 with completion by the end of 2013.
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